www.tcd.ie/isc

International Study Centre

International Foundation Year 2013-14

2

3

I chose to study at Trinity College Dublin because it is one
of the coolest universities in the world and it gives you the
feeling that you are a special student.
Nawaf from Saudi Arabia
Studying Science and Engineering International Foundation Year

The International Study Centre offers
foundation pathways designed to prepare
students for undergraduate study at Trinity
College Dublin, the University of Dublin.
The International Study Centre is off campus
in Dublin’s city centre, and students can study
the Business, Economics and Social Studies
or Science and Engineering International
Foundation Year programmes leading to a
wide choice of degree options.

Welcome
Dr Patrick Prendergast - President

Thank you for considering joining us at Trinity College Dublin through the
International Foundation Year. Our International Study Centre, based in the heart
of Dublin, provides successful students with a direct path to undergraduate
degrees at Trinity College Dublin.
Trinity College Dublin is recognised internationally as Ireland’s premier University
and as one of the top universities in the world. Founded in 1592, Trinity College
Dublin is one of the oldest universities in Europe. Today we have a vibrant
community of 16,837 students representing 122 nationalities, and a wide
range of social backgrounds, age-groups and cultures. Dublin has many world
renowned alumni; Nobel laureates like Samuel Beckett in literature and E.T.S.
Walton in physics; great writers like Jonathan Swift, Bram Stoker and Oscar Wilde
in literature; industry leaders; and two presidents of Ireland, Douglas Hyde and
Mary Robinson.
Located in the heart of Ireland’s vibrant capital city, the campus’s state-of-the-art
facilities include a modern Sports Centre, the Science Gallery - which is the ﬁrst
of its kind in the world, and Trinity College Library, the largest research library
in Ireland. In addition to collections gathered over four centuries, Trinity College
Dublin has had 200 years of legal deposit, allowing the University to claim a copy
of every book published in Ireland and the UK. It is also home to an extensive
collection of manuscripts, the most famous being the legendary Book of Kells.
The ‘Trinity Experience’ is a chance of a lifetime for personal development in the
broadest sense. Trinity College Dublin has many diverse and colourful societies
and clubs which contribute much to the life and fabric of the University and
community. There are some 50 sports clubs and over 110 societies to participate
in, with something to suit all interests.
Committed to the highest excellence in all academic endeavour, Trinity College
Dublin is a university with a global reputation - we guarantee a distinctive allround undergraduate experience that will change your life forever.
As a student you feel a great sense of history, of walking in the footsteps of
famous graduates, many of whom have and are helping shape the history of
Ireland and the wider world. I hope you will consider joining us to study here
and look forward to welcoming you to Trinity College Dublin for an exciting new
journey that will open your mind to new experiences, ways of thinking and
friendships, many of which will last a lifetime.
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Key facts

Oslo
Helsinki
Stockholm

k The Global Peace Index lists Ireland as the ‘6th safest country in
the world’ and Ireland was voted the ‘World’s Friendliest Country’
in 2010 by Lonely Planet and ‘favourite holiday destination in
the world’ by Frommers Guide 2011.

Edinburgh

k Ireland’s capital city is Dublin, a cultural hub that has easy
access to the UK, Europe and the world.

Dublin

I love Grafton Street in Dublin because it is
a nice place to hang out and there is always
musicians and bands playing on the street.
Dublin is a very multicultural place, I have lots
of friends from different countries here.

Berlin

London

k According to the World Bank, Ireland is ‘one of the top ten
places in the world to do business’.

Prague

k The population of Ireland is approximately 4.5 million with
40% under the age of 25.

Paris

Rana from Saudi Arabia
Studying Science and Engineering International
Foundation Year

Zurich

Rome
Barcelona
Madrid
Lisbon
Athens

Living and Studying in Dublin
Living and Studying in Dublin
A secure, English-speaking country, Ireland is famous not only for the
beauty of its natural landscape but also for being one of the friendliest
places in the world*. Ireland welcomes over 28,000 international
students, every year**.
Irish education is recognised all over the globe for excellence,
delivering world-class innovative learning in many disciplines. Trinity
College Dublin is the top ranked university in the country and has a
reputation for producing exceptional, well-educated graduates.
Recently, Ireland has welcomed Google, Facebook, Twitter, Pﬁzer,
Siemens, Apple, Intel, GlaxoSmithKline, to name just a few, all of
whom chose Ireland as their European base. Many Irish companies
trade globally and Trinity College Dublin graduates have gone on to run
some of the world’s highest proﬁle companies including the current
CEOs of British Airways, Qantas, and Ryanair. Trinity College Dublin
graduates have also gone on to become some very important people
on the world stage, contributing to the worlds of politics, human rights,
science, engineering and sport.
Living in Dublin
Dublin is a very popular student destination with a rich history of
world-famous literature, theatre, art and music as well as developing
an international reputation for being one of the friendliest places
in the world.
The population of Dublin is young and growing fast making it a
cosmopolitan city with a vibrant social life. Everything Dublin has to
offer is within walking distance of Trinity College Dublin’s landmark
Front Gate. Right outside the front of the University, the old merges
with the new to give a mix of European chic and traditional Dublin
warmth and hospitality. With a choice of sprawling parks, cosy cafés
and quirky restaurants during the day or medieval pubs, fashionable
clubs, gigs and galleries at night – Trinity College Dublin students are
at the heart of one of Europe’s best cities for social and cultural life.

Post Study Work Opportunities for International Students
Students may apply to stay in Ireland after completing an
undergraduate degree at Trinity College Dublin for the purpose of
seeking employment under the Irish Third Level Graduate Scheme.
This scheme exists to allow legally resident non-EU third level graduates
to remain in Ireland in order to look for employment or apply for a green
card/work permit.
During their approved stay under the scheme, a graduate student can
work full-time (40 hours a week).
This is a fantastic opportunity to gain experience working with many of
the world’s most global companies located in Dublin.

k Dublin is a medieval city with Georgian architecture
and grand wooded parks.
k Dublin’s population is 1.5 million and it is the youngest
populated city in Europe, with a diverse multicultural
population.
k Dublin is cosmopolitan and great for high street
shopping, outdoor markets, restaurants and cinemas as
well as being home to hundreds of theatres and music
venues from small and intimate to very large.
k “Dublin Bikes” bicycle hire scheme across the
city and suburbs.
k Connected by bus and rail to the beautiful Irish coasts
and unspoilt countryside.
k Top 25 Destinations in the World – The Travellers’
Choice 2012.
k An ofﬁcial UNESCO City of Literature.
k Year-round music, art, theatre and food festivals.

*Voted World’s Friendliest Country by Lonely Planet in 2010
**Source: International Students in Higher Education Report 2010, Education in Ireland
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Trinity College Dublin
Trinity College Dublin’s campus is situated in the heart of
Dublin’s city centre. Its state-of-the-art facilities include the
Sports Centre, Science Gallery, Nanoscience Research Centre,
Long Room Hub and the new Biomedical Sciences Institute,
situated in a 47-acre campus of cobbled squares, historic
buildings and green playing ﬁelds.

Getting around Dublin
Trinity College Dublin’s central location makes it highly accessible for
all forms of public transport, such as LUAS (light rail transit) lines,
the DART line (Dublin’s suburban rail system) and a large number of
Dublin’s bus routes. The national bus routes are a few minutes’ walk
away, while Dublin airport is 13km from the campus and is directly
accessible via bus or taxi.
Choice of courses
Undergraduate students at Trinity College Dublin can choose from over
400 courses covering a wide range of disciplines, with the majority
of departments offering a four-year degree programme. There are
ﬂexible subject combinations in the arts, sciences and health sciences,
allowing students to study the areas that interest them the most. There
is also the Broad Curriculum option that offers students the opportunity
to study one module outside their chosen course.

Global partnerships
Trinity College Dublin has established partnerships with some
of the world’s best universities, allowing our students to spend
a semester or a year of their degree overseas in another great
university. Through the Erasmus Programme, Trinity College
Dublin students may study for one semester or year in one
of many distinguished European universities. Similar student
exchange relationships allow our students to attend renowned
universities in the USA, Canada, Australia, Asia and many
other places.
Dublin city centre
Dublin has a well-deserved reputation as one of Europe’s leading
cities for tourism and entertainment. Many of its best cultural,
historical and entertainment centres are within easy walking
distance of the College gates. The vibrant social scene in the city
and on campus ensures that students enjoy a wonderful social
life while studying at Trinity College Dublin.
Take a virtual tour of Trinity College Dublin’s campus:
www.tcd.ie/virtualtour

Key facts
k Trinity College Dublin, founded in
1592 by Queen Elizabeth I,
is Ireland’s oldest and most
prestigious university.
k Situated in an historic campus at
the heart of Dublin, the capital city
of Ireland.
k Ranked 67th in the QS World
University Rankings 2012 and 110th
in the Times Higher Education World
University Ranking 2012.
k Total student population is currently
over 17,000 from 122 countries and
40% of staff are from outside Ireland.
k Boasts a library collection of 4.25
million books and electronic access
to over 30,000 journals.
k A world leader in nanotechnology,
information technology, immunology,
mathematics, psychology, philosophy,
politics, English and other disciplines.
k Outstanding sports complex and a
wide range of clubs and societies.
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Campus map
Trinity College Dublin’s 47 acre campus is
located in the very heart of Dublin with all
cultural and social amenities close by.
The International Study Centre on Leeson Street is a 15 minute walk
from the Trinity College Dublin campus and is close to a beautiful
landscaped park, and Grafton Street, Dublin’s premier shopping area.
There are both LUAS (tram) and DART (train) stations near the
campus, giving easy access to the rest of Dublin and further aﬁeld.
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Trinity College Dublin facilities
When you progress to your undergraduate degree and are
studying on the University campus, you will beneﬁt from all the
facilities on campus and will have select facility access as an
International Study Centre student off campus.
Eating and shopping
The Students’ Union provides a broad range of services including two
shops, bookshop, café, travel and information ofﬁce and job listings.
On campus you can choose from three restaurants - Old Dining Hall,
Buttery Food Court and Hamilton Restaurant – and four coffee shops.
Trinity College Dublin’s food outlets only serve ‘Fair-trade’ certiﬁed tea
and coffee. Being in the city centre means there is an extensive range
of cafés, shops and restaurants waiting to be discovered.
Trinity College Dublin Library
The Trinity College Dublin Library is the largest research library in
Ireland, housing collections since the University’s foundation in the
sixteenth century. The collections include 4.5 million printed volumes,
almost 300,000 electronic books and journals and an extensive
collection of literary, historical and political manuscripts, including the
Book of Kells. The library also has Ireland’s largest collection of maps
and printed music.
Library staff offer tours, seminars and workshops as well as a reference
service for individuals seeking speciﬁc advice. The Library’s reading
rooms are spread over a number of buildings, many of which are
architecturally distinctive in their own right. All have Wi-Fi and offer
a quiet and peaceful place to study. As a student at the International
Study Centre you will be able to access the Library’s selection of books
and read them in the designated areas in the Library.

IT services
Trinity College Dublin provides access to a wide range of computer
facilities and services, which become available to students who are
successful in proceeding to their undergraduate study at Trinity College
Dublin. These include:
k Access to hundreds of personal computers located in over twenty
student computer rooms across the campus. Many of these rooms
are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
k Dedicated e-mail/web stations located close to large lecture
theatres enable students to check their e-mail and to use the
web between lectures.
k Wireless access to the college network over a secure network
across the campus.
k High-speed broadband in all residences.
k Dedicated, personal e-mail and application account,
hosted by Google.
k Online Student Learning Development website, with a range of
resources including podcasts, downloads and interactive workshops
provide academic support to students. Topics include time
management, study skills, exams, academic writing, presentation
skills and more.
IT services helpdesk is managed by a team of IT professionals who
are there to support students with their technical expertise.

Accommodation
University accommodation for International Study Centre students is
available in Trinity Hall, located in the quiet suburb of Dartry on the
south side of Dublin, but within easy walking distance of Rathmines
– a lively area with many shops, restaurants and bars. Trinity Hall is
within easy reach of the main campus and the International Study
Centre – 25 minutes by bus or LUAS (tram).
All rooms are arranged in self-catering apartments, with each typically
accommodating six persons and consisting of a mix of single and
twin en-suite bedrooms, all with internet connections and with a large
kitchen/living room. For security, electronic swipe card locks are used
throughout and are also ﬁtted to bedroom doors.
There are extensive communal facilities including a 24 hour reception,
a sports hall, squash court, games areas with snooker, pool, table
tennis, games consoles plus a TV room and on-site shop. Residents of
Trinity Hall also become members of the Junior Common Room which
organises a range of extra-curricular activities.
For more information about accommodation,
please visit:
www.tcd.ie/isc
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Student life at Trinity College Dublin
Student societies
There is more to the Trinity experience than lectures and study. One
of the core elements of student life is the range of activities organised
by students for students. More than 110 Trinity societies and 50 sports
clubs, covering a broad range of interests, constitute the most dynamic
and active set of university student societies in Ireland. They offer
invaluable support as well as an introduction to Trinity life.
There are a vast range of societies including:
k Historical Society
k Philosophical Society
k The Players (drama)
k Trinity FM
k Photography
k Comedy
k Jazz
k Yoga
k Media
k Filmmakers
k Fashion
k International Students
The award-winning magazines and newspapers that constitute
Trinity College Dublin’s vibrant student media are supported by
Trinity Publications.

I think I have chosen the best place to study. In school I was studying
English literature and we learnt about Trinity Collage Dublin and the
famous writers connected with it, such as George Bernard Shaw and
Oscar Wilde. I really like these writers.
Vladislav from Russia
Studying Business, Economics and Social Studies International Foundation Year

Publications and other media
Publications are a large part of Trinity life. There are three awardwinning student magazines and newspapers; all of which are written,
designed, laid-out and edited by Trinity College Dublin students.
k First published in 1895, TCD Miscellany is the College magazine,
containing reviews, features, opinion and analysis on topics relevant
to College and the wider world.
k Trinity News is an independent student newspaper. It is published
every fortnight during term and includes College, national and
international news as well as opinion and features.
k Icarus has been publishing creative writing by students, staff and
alumni since 1950. Published once a term it accepts poetry, prose,
drama and any other form of literary creativity.
Other publications include:
k Trinity Film Review
k The Attic
k The Social and Political Review
k The Histories and Humanities Journal

Sport at Trinity College Dublin
Trinity College is home to an exceptional Sports Centre with indoor and
outdoor facilities.
Clubs include:
k Aikido
k Basketball
k Boxing
k Climbing
k Cricket
k Equestrian
k Karate
k Soccer
k Surﬁng
k Swimming
k Sports Centre

Facilities include:
k Swimming pool
k Sauna and steam rooms
k Fitness theatre
k Indoor soccer pitch
k Holistic treatment rooms
k Racquet and ball sports
k Squash courts
k Tennis courts
k Futsal pitch
k Rugby, football, Gaelic and cricket pitches
k Summertime grass athletics track
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Student support
Trinity College Dublin students receive outstanding academic and
personal support throughout their studies. We believe this helps
them succeed at university and beyond.
Students’ Union
When you join the International Study Centre you are able to take part
in all the events and join in all the activities run by the Students’ Union
(SU) including sports and societies. The SU organises the University’s
entertainment programme including class parties, gigs, nights out,
mystery tours, comedy nights and the famous Trinity Ball.
Multi-denominational campus
With cultural diversity and inclusion at the heart of our active campus,
students of all faiths, or none, are represented by clubs and societies.
There are also prayer rooms and celebrations of most festivals
throughout the year. Trinity College Dublin is a multi-denominational
campus with four college chaplains who are happy to assist students of
any faith who wish to make contact with their own religious community
in Dublin.
Student welfare
We are always here to help. Staff in the International Study Centre
will be available to advise on welfare and academic issues. Later,
as an undergraduate student on campus, your professors, lecturers
and tutors can guide you on academic matters whilst a dedicated
and specialist student services team can assist you with any social or
personal matters.
Trinity College Health Services
The College Health Service aims to take a holistic approach to student
health. In addition to providing on campus, primary health care for
registered students, it focuses on the psychological and occupational
aspects of student health and health education.
There are also support services for students who have social, practical,
emotional or academic concerns. These include a peer mentoring
service, student counselling and a telephone support service, Niteline.

Personal tutor
After you have studied at the International Study Centre and you
join the Trinity College Dublin campus, the Tutorial Service assigns a
personal tutor to each undergraduate student. Tutors are members
of the academic staff who provide personal and academic support to
undergraduate students, in addition to their normal academic duties.
Their main function is to advise, listen to concerns, deal with issues
as far as possible and refer more serious difﬁculties to the appropriate
student services.
Careers Advisory Service
The Careers Advisory Service (CAS) at Trinity College Dublin offers a
range of services and resources to assist students in preparing for,
making, and implementing informed decisions about their future
careers. We also work closely with the academic faculties in providing
students with the necessary skills and knowledge to independently
manage their careers after university.
CAS provides many services including an extensive Careers
Information Centre and an award-winning website. Both contain
information on:
k career planning
k employment search
k internships
k further study options
k on-going career and graduate recruitment events
We also deliver an extensive programme of practical careers based
seminars. As a Trinity student, you can meet with an experienced
careers advisor and take advantage of our computer-based guidance
tools and aptitude-testing programme.
Alumni Career Network
CAS continues to provide careers support after graduation and has
launched the very successful Trinity Alumni Career Network to provide
assistance to graduates seeking employment.
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International Study Centre

Meet our students

The International Study Centre, located in Dublin’s city centre, delivers
the International Foundation Year in partnership with Trinity College Dublin.
On successful completion of the foundation programme, students progress
to an undergraduate degree at Trinity College Dublin.
Location
The International Study Centre is located in a historic part of
Dublin, close to St. Stephen’s Green and only a 15 minute walk from
Trinity College Dublin. Refurbished in 2011, facilities include Wi-Fi
throughout, interactive whiteboards in classrooms and a student
common room. You will study at the International Study Centre with
students from around the world who have chosen to study at Trinity
College Dublin, as well as with students who will continue their
studies at UCD, Dublin.

At the International Study Centre the teachers are very
friendly and helpful. I really appreciate the help.
Ali from Lebanon
Studying Science and Engineering International Foundation Year

visit: www.tcd.ie/isc

English Language Preparation
Additional English language training is available at the International
Study Centre if you need to improve your standard to the required
level. For entry requirements and details of English Language
Preparation programmes, go to page 32 or visit:
www.tcd.ie/isc
Student welfare
Staff in the International Study Centre will be available to advise
on welfare and academic issues. Later, as an undergraduate or
postgraduate student, your professors, lecturers and tutors can guide
you on academic matters whilst a dedicated and specialist student
services team can assist you with any social or personal matters.

Academic support
Our programmes are taught by specialists in university preparation.
Your progress will be monitored at all times to make sure you remain
on track and are fully prepared for your chosen degree.
University-style teaching
The International Study Centre introduces you to the style of teaching
that you will encounter when you start your degree on campus at
Trinity College Dublin. You will experience tutorials, seminar-style
classes and larger group lectures.
Assured progression to your degree
Once you have completed your International Foundation Year at the
International Study Centre and meet the required entry standards you
will move on to your chosen degree at Trinity College Dublin.
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I am very proud to be studying at Trinity College Dublin.
My foundation year at the International Study Centre has
really helped me with my undergraduate degree study too.
Huitian from China
Studied Science and Engineering
International Foundation Year
Now studying BA in Mathematics

International
Foundation Year
The International Foundation Year is a three term programme
specially designed for international students who do not meet
the requirements for direct entry to an undergraduate degree
programme at Trinity College Dublin.
Key facts
Course length
Three terms (September to June, or
January to August)
Term dates
September 2013 start
Term 1: 23 September - 13 December
2013
Term 2: 13 January - 28 March 2014
Term 3: 7 April - 13 June 2014
January 2014 start
Term 1: 13 January - 28 March 2014
Term 2: 7 April - 13 June 2014
Term 3: 16 June - 15 August 2014
Entry requirements
English: IELTS 5.0 (with minimum 5.0
in writing), or TOEFL, Pearson Test of
English or equivalent
You can choose from two pathways:
k Business, Economics and Social Studies
k Science and Engineering
Both foundation routes are modular. You
will study core modules and subject-speciﬁc
modules designed to focus on the academic
areas most useful for your degree.
Modules may be subject to change.
For up-to-date information, visit:
www.tcd.ie/isc
Assessment
You will be assessed regularly throughout
the programme to make sure you achieve
the standard required for progression to your
chosen degree. There are end of module
assessments which are a combination of
examinations and assessments of coursework,
presentations and extended essays.
Continuous coursework is also a feature of
the programme with lectures, small group
seminar work and directed self-study.

Progression to your degree
Once you have completed the programme
and achieved the required grades you
will progress to your chosen degree.
Undergraduate degrees at Trinity College
Dublin are four-year programmes. The ﬁrst
year (and sometimes the second year) is often
a common ﬁrst year which offers a range of
modules to choose from. Students can then
choose to specialise in the remaining years
of their degree. The beneﬁt of a four-year
programme is that it will give you a depth and
breadth of knowledge in your particular ﬁeld.
For up-to-date information on progression
degrees and grades required to progress,
visit: www.tcd.ie/isc

Academic: good high school grades or
equivalent
Age on entry
17 years of age on entry to the
International Study Centre
For up-to-date information,
visit www.tcd.ie/isc
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Business, Economics
and Social Studies
Studying Business, Economics and Social Studies at the International Study
Centre gives you the best preparation in your chosen subject. You will take four
core modules then six subject-speciﬁc modules.
Core modules:
English Skills for University Study 1, 2 and 3
Through these three modules you will develop
your English communication skills and learn
a range of study skills, including writing and
reading strategies, presentation and seminar
participation, organisation of time and materials,
meeting deadlines and responding to feedback.
When you have completed these modules, you
will be able to take notes and write essays in
English. You should also have the conﬁdence to
give presentations, answer follow-up questions
and contribute to seminar discussions.
Project Study
You will also complete a self-study project on
a topic you choose, in consultation with your
tutor, from the subject area you plan to study at
degree level.

Subject-speciﬁc modules
Accounting and Finance
You will learn about economic systems,
types of goods, resource allocation,
elasticity, price controls, market types,
cost and revenue, economies of scale
and market failure.
Business Statistics
You will develop your analytical and data
presentation skills through the use of Excel and
be introduced to a variety of mathematical tools
to apply the concept of “margin” to a range of
economic and ﬁnance problems.

Core Maths 2
You will learn about common mathematical
techniques for managerial decisionmaking which are used in many business
environments. The emphasis of the module is
on practical application with extensive use of
Excel and its associated functions.

Computing 1
You will study HTML, website design, JavaScript
and Java 1.5.

History and Urban Landscape of Dublin
You will explore the historical and geographical
inﬂuences on the growth and development of
modern day Dublin, Ireland.

Core Maths 1
You will gain a basic knowledge of mathematics
and an understanding of the appropriate concepts
for the development of higher mathematical skills
relevant to business-related subjects or those
requiring a strong statistical element.

Introduction to Business Studies
(Principles of Management)
You will develop an understanding of both
the operational and strategic problems facing
the business enterprise in the modern market
economy.

visit: www.tcd.ie/isc

Introduction to Business Information Systems
You will be introduced to the principles of
management and organisational practise,
structures and processes. There will be a focus
on how information is gathered, analysed, and
used effectively within a business environment.
Principles of Economics 1
You will learn about economic systems, types
of goods, resource allocation, elasticity, price
controls, market types, cost and revenue,
economies of scale and market failure.
Principles of Economics 2
You will explore aggregate demand and
aggregate supply, economic policies, inﬂation,
unemployment, international trade and
development economics.

Sociology at Trintiy College Dublin is in the top
100 in the world and the University has a great
study atmosphere and a lot of rich history.
Ruofan from China
Studying Business, Economics and Social Studies
International Foundation Year
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Progression to

Trinity College Dublin
The Business, Economics and Social Studies International Foundation Year
gives students two possible degree routes at Trinity College Dublin: Philosophy,
Political Science, Economics and Sociology with a combination of specialisations
or Business, Economic and Social Sciences (with ten degree options).
Philosophy, Political Science,
Economics & Sociology
Studying for a degree in Philosophy, Political
Science, Economics and Sociology (PPES)
gives you the chance to look in depth at each of
these subjects for a wider education that narrows
year by year. That means you get to specialise in
the subjects you enjoy while still studying for a
broad degree.
Whatever specialisation you choose, you will
graduate with a degree in Philosophy, Political
Science, Economics and Sociology BA.
Course overview
The aim of this degree is to provide a coherent
and integrated introduction to the study of
the social sciences and philosophy. It brings
together some of the most important approaches
to understanding the social and human world,
developing skills for a whole range of future
careers and activities. The idea behind the
programme is that, to understand social and
human phenomena, one must approach
them from several complementary disciplinary
directions and analytical frameworks. By
allowing a gradual specialisation over the course
of the four-year degree programme, students
are assured of obtaining an excellent grounding
in one, or at most two, of the disciplines which
make up the degree.
Is it the right course for you?
This course will appeal to students who are
excited about the challenges of understanding
the way societies are organised, governed and
create wealth drawing on the methods and
insights of philosophical inquiry. If you are
puzzled about the ways our world is structured
and have a desire to change it, then this may
well be the course for you.
I want to do Business, but I am not sure yet
what I want to specialise in, so the ﬂexibility
and range of choice in the course at Trintiy
College Dublin is very useful for me.
Mansour from Saudi Arabia
Business, Economics, Social Studies
International Foundation Year

Career Opportunities
The range of disciplines to which students are
exposed in this degree give you the insights
and competencies to pursue careers in a
variety of areas including public administration,
journalism, media, and management.

Business, Economic and Social Studies
Business, Economics and Social Studies (BESS)
is a uniquely ﬂexible programme offering 10
different degree options.
After a common ﬁrst year, BESS leads to the
following degree options:
Single honour degrees:
k Business BBS
k Economics BA
k Sociology BA
k Political Science BA
Joint honours degrees
k Business & Economics BA
k Business & Political Science BA
k Business & Sociology BA
k Economics & Political Science BA
k Economics & Sociology BA
k Political Science & Sociology BA
Course overview
BESS is a uniquely ﬂexible programme
offering 10 different degree options: Business
(B.B.S.) and nine other (single honour and
joint honour) possibilities, in the disciplines
of business, economics, political science
and sociology. It provides students with a
broadly-based education, offering a high level
of ﬂexibility in two very important ways from
the second year onwards: (a) in choosing the
speciﬁc degree you wish to read; and (b) in
choosing individual modules.
Why study BESS

Is this the right course for you?
The common ﬁrst year of BESS introduces you
to a broad range of disciplines that will help you
make sense of the complex world in which we
live today. It gives you the freedom to discover
and develop interests that you may not be
aware you have until you enter university. From
the second year onwards, the ﬂexible structure
of the BESS programme allows you to pursue
these speciﬁc interests in greater breadth and
depth while still retaining considerable freedom
over the selection of individual modules.
Graduates of former years invariably tell us that
it is this broad ﬂexible approach that allowed
them to build the knowledge and insights that
they rely on progressively as they advance to
more senior positions in their careers.
Career Opportunities
BESS is your path to a wide and varying
career with a diverse range of employment
opportunities in areas such as banking and
corporate ﬁnance, international organisations,
marketing, management consulting, politics
and many more. The multidisciplinary approach
will help you build valuable career skills such as
the ability to communicate effectively, work in
and lead teams, conduct research and analyse
complex problems.
For up-to-date progression degrees and
grades, visit:
www.tcd.ie/isc

26

27

Science and
Engineering
When you study Science and Engineering at the International Study Centre, you
will be properly prepared to progress to your chosen degree. You will take four core
modules and then six subject-speciﬁc modules.
Core modules:
English Skills for University Study 1, 2 and 3
Through these three modules you will develop
your English communication skills and learn
a range of study skills, including writing and
reading strategies, presentation and seminar
participation, organisation of time and materials,
meeting deadlines and responding to feedback.
When you have completed these modules, you
will be able to take notes and write essays in
English. You should also have the conﬁdence to
give presentations, answer follow-up questions
and contribute to seminar discussions.
Project Study
You will also complete a self-study project on
a topic you choose, in consultation with your
tutor, from the subject area you plan to study at
degree level.

Subject-speciﬁc modules:
Pure Maths 1
You will learn to understand algebra, trigometric
functions, sequences and series, differentiation
rules, integration and probability.

Pure Maths 2
Continue your studies in this ﬁeld, with more
in depth look at trigonometry, integration, polar
coordinates, vectors, complex numbers, and
series expansion.
Biochemistry
This module is to provide a basic knowledge
for students proceeding with a degree in
biomedical science. You will acquire an
understanding of the nature of the important
biological molecules such as carbohydrates,
protein, and lipids, and their metabolism in the
human body.
Biology 1 (Cell Biology)
You will gain a better understanding of
biological molecules, cellular structure, cell
division, movement through cell membranes,
enzymes and metabolic pathways.
Biology 2
You will learn about the cardiovascular system,
the respiratory system, the digestive system,
osmo-regulation, control and co-ordination and
reproduction.
Chemistry 1
You will study formulae, equations and moles
as well as look at atomic structure and you will
be introduced to redox, thermodynamics and
bonding.
Chemistry 2
You will look at equilibria, acid-base equilibria,
kinetics and organic chemistry.

I chose to study at Trinity College Dublin because it is one
of the best universities in the world. Being a graduate from
Trinity College Dublin will give me the opportunity to work
with really good companies in my ﬁeld such as Google
and Microsoft.
Wessam from Saudi Arabia
Studying Science and Engineering International Founation Year

visit: www.tcd.ie/isc

Introduction to Business and
Information Systems
You will be introduced to the principles of
management and organisational practice,
structures and processes. There will be a focus
on how information is gathered, analysed and
used effectively within a business environment.
Environmental Science
You will look at ecology and environmental
chemistry during this module. You will learn
about the fundamental chemical processes that
shape the terrestrial, atmospheric and aquatic
environments, as well as understand the impact
of pollutants and man-made environments.
In ecology and environmental biology you will
learn about biodiversity, community ecology and
conservation.
Mechanics 1
You will study vectors, motion in one dimension,
motion in two dimensions, force and Newton’s
laws, and work and energy.
Mechanics 2
You will learn about centres of gravity and
centres of mass, linear momentum, uniform
circular motion, rotational dynamics, and simple
harmonic motion.
Physics 1 (Matter and Fluids)
You will study materials, ﬂuids, gases,
thermodynamics, temperature and heat
transfer, and nuclear physics and atomic
physics.
Physics 2
You will learn about electric forces and ﬁelds,
gravitational ﬁeld, electric potential, and
magnetic forces and ﬁelds.
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Progression to

Trinity College Dublin
Trinity College Dublin offers a broad science programme with degree courses
in biological, chemical, geological, mathematical, and physical and computer
sciences. The degree programmes will give you great depth of knowledge in
your chosen ﬁeld.
Science degrees at Trinity College Dublin
Chemistry with Molecular Modelling BA
You will explore the use of computer modelling
to understand and explore chemistry.
Earth Science BA
This degree programme focuses on planet Earth,
and in particular the composition and structure of the
Earth’s surface layers, atmosphere and oceans, the
dynamic processes that inﬂuence and shape our world,
and the formation and distribution of resources that we
depend upon.
Human Genetics BA
This course provides you with a strong base in the basic
sciences of biology, chemistry and mathematics, as well as
in the classical principles of genetics – molecular, population
and quantitative genetics, bioinformatics and molecular
evolution.
Mathematics BA
The course aims to provide you with a ﬁrm foundation
in all the basic areas of mathematics and then allow you to
specialise in the areas that most suit your interests
and talents.
Management Science and Information Systems BA
The range of subjects studied is wide and will challenge your
abilities on several fronts, but you will learn how to think
about issues in both technical and business terms.
Medicinal Chemistry BA
This degree provides you with a sound general grounding
in chemistry but focuses on, and extends into, topics of
relevance to the design and production of new medicinal
compounds and understanding their biological actions.

For up-to-date progression degrees and grades,
visit: www.tcd.ie/isc

Nanoscience, Physics and Chemistry of Advanced
Materials BA
You will learn how to use and apply the principles of
chemistry and physics to solve practical problems associated
with the development of new technologies and their
application to the areas of Nanoscience.
Pharmacy BSc
You will study all aspects of drugs, both natural and synthetic
in origin, including their chemistry, their uses in medicines,
and how they work within the body.
Science BA
Science at Trinity College Dublin leaves plenty of room
for ﬂexibility and is ideal if you want to explore the many
avenues open to you as a scientist.
Theoretical Physics BA
You will explore the natural world at its most fundamental
level, using mathematical theories guided by experimental
investigation.

Computer Science BSc
The School of Computer Science and Statistics in
Trinity College Dublin incorporates the oldest and largest
department of computer science in Ireland, with in excess of
60 academics lecturers and over 200 researchers working
in a wide variety of research areas. The study of computer
science in Trinity was established in 1962 and since then
the department has developed a close association with
the computer sector throughout Ireland in both the private
and public sectors. The Department has earned a strong
international reputation and has partnerships in education
and in research around the world. As one of the leading
universities in the world, Trinity College Dublin’s computer
science degrees are recognised internationally.
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Engineering degrees at

Trinity College Dublin
Engineering BAI
Students who wish to study engineering at
Trinity College Dublin can study the BAI
Engineering degree programme. This is based
on two years of general engineering study,
providing students with a ﬁrm grounding in the
principles common to all disciplines, followed
by two years of specialisation in one of the
following areas:
Civil, Structural and Environmental Engineering
Civil, structural and environmental engineering
is a very diverse and broad discipline. It offers
graduates the chance to work in many different
areas, including designing transport systems,
looking after the environment, designing
foundations for homes and buildings and
designing many kinds of structures. Therefore,
civil engineers are involved in every aspect of
our lives. The skills needed to be a good civil
engineer are a mathematical mind, a logical
approach and good problem-solving abilities. In
addition to these skills a civil engineer needs to
be imaginative and inquisitive.
Computer Engineering
Computer engineering is about understanding
how computer systems work, and also how
they integrate with other systems that surround
us. Take for example a modern-day car; a car
contains many separate computer systems for
controlling such things as the engine timing, the
brakes and the air bags. To be able to design
and construct such a car, the computer engineer
needs a broad theoretical understanding of
all these various sub-systems and how they
interact. This might involve some mechanical
engineering, thermodynamics and ﬂuids as well
as the computer systems themselves.
The impact of computer engineering has been
more signiﬁcant and more pervasive than
that of many other disciplines. The mobile
phone, the Internet and games consoles are
all products that were not even imagined 30
years ago, but have now been realised by the
ingenuity of computer engineers. Computer
engineers may design computer hardware,
write computer programs, integrate the various
sub-systems together or do all three. Computer
engineers need good management skills and
good people skills as they often get quickly
promoted to project management positions.

Electronic Engineering
Electronic engineering involves the use of
electricity to perform a wide range of functions
and the application of these functions to
improve the quality of our lives. The role of the
electronic engineer is to devise suitable circuits
and systems for the acquisition, storage,
processing and transmission of low-power
electronic signals as information-bearing
electrical entities.
In today’s Information Age there is an evergrowing use of mobile phones, internet
resources, computers, entertainment systems,
satellite imaging, optical ﬁbres, and automation.
Electronic components and circuits are the
cornerstone technology used to monitor
or detect, store, process and transmit the
information generated by each of these
systems. Electronic engineers provide the vital
skills and innovation needed to design and
develop these remarkable components and
systems.
Electronic and Computer Engineering
(joint programme)
Organising both hardware (electronic) and
software (computer) components into a useful
and productive system is the principal job of
the electronic and computer engineer. With a
unique combination of both skill-sets, such an
engineer is trained to make design decisions
that result in the most productive systems.
Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering
This is often seen as the broadest of all
engineering qualiﬁcations as the skills required
range from mathematics and electronics to
metal fatigue and ﬂuid mechanics.
Nearly all machines used in everyday life –
from the car or washing machine to the most
complex aircraft or electricity supply plant to the
tiniest surgical instrument – have required the
skills of a mechanical engineer. Every industrial
plant or manufacturing operation relies on a
mechanical engineer for its smooth running and
efﬁciency. Mechanical engineers are involved
in design, testing, inspection and manufacture
of mechanical devices and components. As
a mechanical engineer you will work as a
professional using technology to make the world
a better, safer place.

Engineering and Management BSc
The Engineering with Management degree is
broad in scope and aims to develop both the
technical and business aspects of engineering.
The programme is concerned with the
analysis, design, improvement, installation
and management of integrated systems of
people, ﬁnances, materials and equipment.
It draws upon specialised knowledge in
the principles and methods of engineering
analysis and design, together with a number of
disciplines such as the management of people,
ﬁnances, sales, marketing, production, project
management and communications.

Career Opportunities
Graduates of the programme will have a
wide range of skills that will allow them
to excel quickly in both the engineering
and engineering management ﬁelds.
Graduates will be suited to jobs in the
high-tech sector (eg computer, aerospace,
pharmaceutical, electronic) as well as
traditional manufacturing (eg design,
fabrication, assembly). They often work as
project managers on teams with design
and test engineers, managers, ﬁnancial
controllers, marketing and sales people.
The qualiﬁcation is also well suited to
those who wish to pursue careers in
project management and management
consultancy as well as in the broader
business and ﬁnancial sectors.

QS Subject Rankings
2012 placed Engineering
at Trinity College Dublin
in the top 100 worldwide
Why study Engineering
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English Language Preparation
If you need to improve your English language to the required level for your International Study Centre
academic programme, you can take our English Language Preparation programme.
International Foundation Year
You will need an IELTS of 5.0 (with 5.0 in writing) or equivalent to start the programme. If you have
IELTS 4.0 or equivalent, you will need one term of English Language Preparation. You can start in June,
prior to starting your academic programme in September or you can start in September, prior to starting
your academic programme in January.

Study Plan Options
Current IELTS

Duration

4.0

4 Terms

4.0

4 Terms

5.0

3 Terms

5.0

3 Terms

Apr

English Language Preparation

Jun

Sept

Jan

Apr

Jun

Sept

Undergraduate
Degree

International Foundation Year

Vacation
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How to apply
To apply directly
Complete the paper application (enclosed) and post it to
the address printed on the form.
Alternatively, you can apply online at:
www.tcd.ie/isc
To apply through your local representative
Complete the application form (enclosed) and return it to
your local educational representative.
IMPORTANT: Your application needs to include copies
of your academic transcripts and English language
qualiﬁcations.

Fees
Details of tuition fees, accommodation and StudyCare
insurance can be found in the enclosed application form
or online.
Student insurance
It is essential that international students have the protection
of personal insurance whilst in Ireland.
To cover you as a student at the International Study
Centre, you can purchase ‘StudyCare’. Designed for
international students, the policy will cover you for loss
of personal possessions, as well as providing health and
medical insurance until the end of your International Study
Centre academic programme. The cost of StudyCare will
automatically be added to your invoice unless you can
provide proof of alternative cover.
For more information, visit:
www.tcd.ie/isc/studycare
Information and advice
If you need further information, our expert student enrolment
advisors are available for help and advice.
You can contact them via the website or telephone
T +44 1273 339333
If you are applying through a local representative, please
contact them with any queries.
About these courses
All courses at the Trinity College Dublin International Study
Centre are run by Study Group, a world leader in education
and training for international students, in partnership with
Trinity College Dublin.
Study Group is a global leader in private higher education,
language and career education, in the United States,
Canada, the UK and Europe, Australia and New Zealand.
Study Group provides the highest quality educational
opportunities for 50,000 students from more than 130
countries in over 48 campuses across the world.
Disclaimer
The information in this prospectus is issued for general
guidance of students entering the International Study
Centre from June 2013, and does not form part of any
contract. The University and Study Group hope to provide
the programmes and facilities described in the prospectus,
but reserve the right to withdraw or make alterations to
programmes if necessary.

Trinity College Dublin
International Study Centre is located at:
20 Lower Leeson Street
Dublin 2, Ireland
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To apply, or for further information, contact:
International Admissions Centre
1 Billinton Way
Brighton, BN1 4LF
UK
T +44 1273 339333
F +44 1273 339334
To contact us online, visit www.tcd.ie/isc
and complete our simple online enquiry form
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